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What is the Military Family Research Institute?

• A research and outreach organization at Purdue University, the public land grant 
institution in Indiana

• Created in 2000 with funding from the Office of Military Community and Family 
Policy in OSD, now funded by the Lilly Endowment, the Navy Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery, DoD, Sesame Workshop, Zero to Three, UCLA, and others.  
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Our Strategic Goals
• Support military communities

• Strengthen civilian communities

• Generate important new knowledge

• Influence programs, policies and practices

• Grow and sustain a vibrant learning organization



Leadership 

Training for

FRG

Leaders

MFRI helps 
to support:

• Family 
Assistance 
Centers, Family 
Readiness 
Groups, Family 
Readiness 
Support 
Assistants

• Yellow Ribbon 
program
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MFRI helps 
to support:
• Employer 
Support of 
the Guard 
and Reserve

• Indiana 
National 
Guard higher 
education 
efforts



ImpactsImpacts

• $25,000 awarded to statewide SVOs in semi-annual 
organizational plan competitions 

• 43% increase in number of statewide SVOs since 
June 2009 



Operation 
Purple 
Camp

MFRI helps 
to support:

• Operation 
Military Kids

• Summer 
camp



• Respite and retreat

• Mobilizing civilian pastors

• Engaging faith communities

MFRI helps 
to support:

• Indiana 
National 
Guard 
chaplains



Slide 

• Family processes of 
reintegration

• The experiences of military 
children 

• Interaction with the health 
care system

• ‘Families on the Fringe’

• Family adjustment to wounds 
and injuries
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MFRI helps 
to support:

• Understandin

g military 

families



• Community awareness 

• Community mobilization

• Training

MFRI helps 
to support:

• Strengthening 

civilian 

communities
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My email address
shelley@purdue.edu

MFRI website
www.mfri.purdue.edu
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